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Officers who were to accompany Lord Wolseley to
Egypt during the Nile campaign. Constitutionally the
right of selection was vested in the Duke of Cambridge
as the Commander-in-Chief. Actually the selection, it
was recognized by the Cabinet, should rest with: the man
who was to command the expeditionary force. Be that
as it may, the man who meant to make the selection
was Wolseley, and the fat was in the fire.

Time pressed and the " rows " were incessant, * At
last Wolseley presented a list, like a pistol at the
head of the Government, and said, " That, or I
don't go."

The eventual solution savoured of sharp practice, but
I suppose it was justified. The dear old Duke was
encouraged to go to Newmarket, and as soon as he was
safely started a summons to attend the Secretary of
State's meeting was issued and the list was "passed/1
I remember the Secretary of State racing off to obtain
the Queen's approval before the Duke could get back
to London,

One of my cronies at the War Office was Sir Henry
Brackenbury. I never remember a shadow coming be-
tween us. Indeed, we were not only fast friends but we
played up to each other officially. He was head of the
Intelligence, and equally excellent in verbal as in written
exposition of military policy.

I have known but three soldiers who were first-class
administrators. He was one. The other two were
Builer and "Jack" Cowans, I have known, also, a
great number of thundering bad ones.

Whenever I  went abroad Brackenbury generally